This Brochure Provides Information
About:

« The requirements that Siate-reguiated family
chitd care homes and child care canters must
meet,

« Your rights and responsibiiilies as the parent of a
child in regulaied care, and

« How and where to file 8 complaint if you beliave
your child care provider has violated State child
care licensing regulations.

Who Regulates Child Care?

All child care In Maryland Is regulated by the
Maryland State Depariment of Education
{MSDE), Division of Early Childhood
Development. Within the Division, chlid care
licensing is the specific responsibility of the Otfice
of Child Care {OCC), Licensing Branch.

All chlld cars [acilltias mus! meet minlmum
health, safsty, and program standards set by
Maryland law. To remain licensed, faciliies must
maintain compliance with those standards. Every
licensed faciity is inspected by OCC al least
once each year to evaluate the facility's
compliance with child care regulations.

OCC's thineen Regional Offices are responsible

for licensing activities, including:

« Issuing child care licenses;

» tnspacting child care faclliies;

« Invastigating complainis against licensed chitd
cara facilithes;

«+ Investigating reports of unlicensed (illegat)
child care; and

+ Taking enforcement action when necassary o
achieve compliance with regulations.

Thara are two types of regulated child care
facilltias: family child care homss and chiid
care centers.

Family Child Care Homes
end Child Core Centers
Must Meet the Following
Requirements:

= Hava the appraval of OCC, the fire department and
other local agencies, as required (i.e., zoning,
health, and environment).

=Provide cara only in the areas of the facllity thal have
been approved for use.

sHave the lcense issued by OCC posted where It is
easily and claarly visitle to parents. The license
shows:
» the maximum number of children who may be
praseni al the same time;
~ the age groups which may be served; and
~ the facility’s approved hours of operation.

»At all imes, sach child must be supervised Ina
manner approprate to the child's age, activities,
and individual needs.

s All areas of the facllity used for child care must be
ctean, well Iit, and properly ventilated, Room
temperatures should be com{ortable.

=|f food service is provided, food must be stored,
prapared, and sesved in a sale, sanitary and
heatthful manner,

»Tha facility must offer a dally program of indoor and
outdoor activities that are appropriate 10 the age,
needs and capabililies of each child,

s An up-lo-date emergency information card must be
on file and mainiginad for each child.

aThe facility must post an approved emergency
evacuation pian and conduct evacuation deills at
least monthly.

«Child discipline proceduras must be appropriate o a
child’s age and maturity level and may not include
the deliberate infliction of physical or amotional
pain. Corporal punishment of any kind Is
strictly prokiblted.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The Maryland Chlid Care Cradential

Maryland has a voluntary

child care credantialing

program that recognizes child )

care providars' education, CREDENTIALED
experience and professional nh..u_ﬂnn-n&
aclivilies at six levals.

Credentialed providers ane authorizea
and encouraged to display the seal issued by the
MSDE Office of Child Care.

Program Accreditation

Child care programs have the aption of becoming
slzte or nationally accrediled. Accreditalion means
that the facilily and staff have mel program
standards of quality.

Child Cara and the Amaricans with Disabilitles
Act

The federal Americans with Disabllities Act (ADA)
requires all child care programs (o make
reasonabla efforts 10 accommodate children with
disabilities. For more infarmation abowl the ADA,
please contact the CCC Regional OHice in your
area ar one of the following crganizations:

LOCATE: Child Care
Maryland Committae for Children, Inc.
608 Water Street
Baltimore, MD 21202
Phone: (410) 752-7588
www.mdchildcare,

Maryland Developmaental Disabllitles Council
217 Easl Redwood Sireat, Suite 1300
Balimore, MD 21202
Phone: {410) 767-3670
(BOG) 305-8441 (within Maryland)
www.mil-council.o

State of Maryland
Martin O'Malley, Govemor
Maryland State Department of Education
HNancy 5. Grasmick
Siate Supariniendent of Schools
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