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Please join us in congratulating a few more TOL kids
who successfully completed their year under extremely challenging conditions and will be moving into their new grades
come September:
Olivia Brill – moving into 3rd grade
Chris Collett— moving into 1st grade
Johnny Collett - moving into 5th grade
Your Tree of Life Family says
CONGRATULATIONS!
We are so very, very proud of you!

TOL is now hosting weekly outdoor worship services.
Bring your chair and mask. Grounds will be marked for
socially distanced placement of chairs.
Worship services will be live streamed as well as available
via a link on our website for virtual worship.
In case of inclement weather, a decision will be made by 6
PM on Saturday evening. If outdoor service is cancelled,
the service will still be available virtually.
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Welcome to the Council Corner
Report for August 2020!
The Community Garden continues to grow in leaps and bounds.
Confirmands and their families diligently water and weed the vegetables
on a rotational basis. They have even
begun to realize the fruits of their labors as the vegetables became ripe
for picking. To date they have harvested green beans, zucchini, cucumbers, egg plants and tomatoes. The
harvested vegetables were given to
food bank recipients by Pastor Greg
and the TOL Grocery club. Pictures of
the families tending the garden are
available on the TOL website. If you
are ever in the area, please stop by
and see it.
Continued congratulations go out
to our school kids for their scholastic
accomplishments during these dire
times. Olivia Brill will be entering the
3rd grade; Chris Collette will be entering the 1st grade and big brother
Johnny Collette will be entering the
5th grade. The members of Tree of
Life are so very proud of you!
‘Thank You’ to our COVID-19
Worship team who so diligently
works behind the scenes to bring us
our amazing Worship services! On
July 19th we were blessed to enjoy our
first Outdoor Worship service. Seeing
one another as we wore masks, practiced social distancing, and received
contactless communion was an awesome experience. On behalf of the

Church Council, I would like to express my thanks to everyone who attended our first Outdoor Worship
Service. The day may have been hot,
but God was in the blessing business
and attendance was amazing - 50
members were in attendance!
During the Announcement portion
of the service we received input from
those in attendance regarding how
they enjoyed being together after
such a long time and if they would
like to continue worshipping in that
manner. The response was very favorable.
Council met after the conclusion of
the service when members dispersed
and decided upon the following:
1) We will continue, weather permitting, with Outdoor Worship Services
in a primarily contactless environment, wearing masks, without singing and practicing social distancing.
2) Outdoor services will always be
live streamed and available on
YouTube for anyone not able to join
us outdoors. 3) In the event of inclement weather Pastor Greg or Lay
Minister Jim will decide by 6:00PM
the preceding Saturday if the outdoor
service is not viable. During these instances’ services will be virtual and
available on YouTube just as they
have already been during this pandemic.
Please continue to pray for your
church, our pastor and lay minister,
Gerrit Salemink our production coorCont’d on page 11
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Dear Friends,
Looking at the Community Garden
we are growing this year, I am reminded of another Community Garden at
Zion Lutheran Church that was planted
about 5 years ago. It was planted by a
Boy Scout for his Eagle Project and that
first year the crop was fantastic. We
picked and picked and picked tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, squash, and
beans until September when the boys
went back to school. After watching it
go wild I decided it was time to “put it
to bed.” What I found under the tangle
of vines and plants astounded me.
There were dozens and dozens of vegetables not harvested. I started piling
them up as I turned the soil and ended
up with two to three bushels of vegetables that were in various stages of returning to the soil.
I am always astounded by the abundance of God’s natural world. Wherev-

er we look there is life multiplying and
overflowing in a vast network of interconnected life. It almost seems that in
creation there is never too much. We
must realize though that where the
abundance supports the web of life,
there is in truth a limit to the building
blocks of life. There is only so much
soil, so much water, so much space and
in truth so much sun. Nature takes
these limited resources and transforms
them into the vast array of life that fills
our world. It is a cycle. God gave us
enough resources and creative minds
to find ways to make them enough for
everyone and everything. It is a circular
river of life and abundance. The older
generations have faced existential challenges and we are still here. I pray future generations will learn from God’s
abundant systems how to sustain each
other in the limited garden that is
earth.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Greg

May you always love Jesus as He loves you
Talk to Him. Trust Him. Make time for just the two of you.
Ask Him. Listen to Him. Invite Him along on your dreams.
Celebrate with Him. Thank Him. Cry in His arms.
Believe in Him. Imitate Him.
Share His wisdom and love with every living thing.
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Our Pledged Income and Total Income was up sharply in June, coming
in at 105.6% YTD. Total income is also
up (106.3% YTD). Expenses are at
87.2% of budget. Thank you all for your
faithful stewardship. We need to keep
it up, so that we can continue to fulfill
our mission in this place.
Estimates for our sign replacement
have been sent to the insurance company. I had some trouble getting the doc-

uments to transmit, but I hope they
went. I will follow up.
A copy of our expenditures and the
Treasurer’s Report is posted on the office bulletin board, if you want to stop
by and read it. I am always available to
answer your questions or address your
concerns. I am at home a lot. But will
return your call.
Gene Zaiser, Council Treasurer

“Sewing” Seeds of

Kindness
The Quilting Circle has
suspended meetings, but
hopes to resume in the
fall, depending on the situation.
In the meantime, members and
friends have been making face
masks to donate to whomever needs
them. So far, they have gone to Grocery Club clients, the Delaware Food
Bank, Lutheran Community Services and others who request them.
To donate, drop them off at
church; to request one, call the
church. It does not appear that this
need is going away very soon.
Thanks to everyone who is carrying on with the missions of Tree of
Life. It makes me proud and grateful to be a Tree of Life Lutheran!
Nicky Zaiser, Chair

Last month 24 OWLS packed
their lunches and met for a socially-distanced picnic under the
trees at TOL. All enjoyed the
shade, the breeze and, most of all,
a chance to see each other.
Another event is being planned
for September—it may be another
picnic or an outside gathering of
some type according to whatever
the COVID parameters dictate.
Looking forward to seeing you
again soon. Stay well.
Janet Parks, Dee & George Matz.
Pictured right : Some of the OWLS
at their July picnic at TOL.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
August
Vincent Salemink
Maty Young
Timothy Lintz
Carolyn Lewis
Robert McCord

Aug. 13
Aug. 13
Aug. 21
Aug. 24
Aug. 24
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Grocery Sorting—Tuesday, August 11, at 9:30 A M
Grocery Club Distribution—Thursday, August 20, 3:00-5:00 PM
If you would like to donate, we could use cereal & canned tuna fish. If you are
donating and have a key to the church, you can put the item(s) in the kitchen or
drop them off at the Mullen’s front door (406 Morning Glory Ln, Middletown).
Thank you for all your contributions.
The Grocery Club is one of TOL’s ongoing mission to help those in our community who have food insecurities. If you would like to help, please contact
Jean Mullen at jaramullen1@verizon.net

Correction to
the Grocery
Club pictures
in last
month’s Leaflet. Buddy
Lindquist was
the volunteer
pictured not
Jerry Campbell as previously stated.
Pictured Maxine Campbell,
Dee Matz,
Jean Mullen,
Mark Cilento
and Buddy
Lindquist
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Church on a Truck
How many of you remember the
days before TOL had a home at 505 Osbourne Street? The days of meeting in
the gym at Brick Mill Elementary
School??
Back then we referred to ourselves
as Church on a Truck. Whatever we
needed for worship, we brought in with
us and took back home every Sunday.
Was it a lot of work?? YES. Was it
worth it? DEFINITELY! The difficulty
of creating a worship space while sitting under a basketball hoop drew on
all of our imaginations and creativity.
Now here we are settled in our
church home where everything can stay
in its place, items needed are stored at
our fingertips and we can set up for
worship with a minimal amount of effort.
And then along comes COVID-19
PANDEMIC! Everything comes to a
screeching halt. What do we do? How
can we worship? How can we best
maintain our church family as well as
reach out to others ~ especially in such
a time of crisis??!!
Once again the creativity started
flowing, discussions happened, talents
were tapped into and we started having
worship services virtually. Each week
more was added, other things finelytuned and we got better and better at
what we were doing and we now have a
pretty well-oiled system in place.
The pandemic guidelines are now

allowing a little more freedom. There’s
still a pandemic happening, restrictions
are needed but we miss being together
for worship. What do we do? We start
getting creative again. Discussions are
had; a plan starts to develop. Its summer. We have a beautiful tree –shaded
property. What about an outdoor service? On July 19th (one of the hottest
days of the summer) TOL hosted an
outdoor service. There was trial and
error as there was in the beginning of
virtual worship services, but it worked.
There were 50 people in attendance!
Those people were polled—Should TOL
continue to offer an outdoor service?
YES! So going forward TOL will hold
its worship outside with the proper
guidelines to keep all safe. The service
will also be live streamed and available
virtually after the service.
Next is VOLUNTEERS! We are
somewhat back to our Church on a
Truck days. We have to set up outside
each Sunday. We will need ushers,
readers, altar guild, equipment set up.
Volunteers will be needed for set up
and breaking down. No, it won’t be
hauled on a truck, just put away in the
shed or nursery area. But still we will
need YOUR help. Please contact Gene
Zaiser (volunteer coordinator), Sylvia
Schill or any Worship & Music committee member to help.
It will be so nice to mask) and to be able to
see each other (even worship together again.
if its just eyes above a
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Below is a screenshot of Kingdom Kids who met remotely during the 5 Wednesdays in July to learn about 4 Bible Heroes from the Old Testament and 1 from the
New Testament. They learned about Daniel (It isn’t always easy to be faithful to
God); Joshua (All things are possible for God); David – the story of David and
Goliath (With God’s help, we can do important things.); Esther (God helps us
stand up for what is right); Dorcas (Disciples of Jesus do good to others).

FREE VBS from the Synod

The Delmarva Synod is offering a free, at-home, 3-day Vacation Bible School
(VBS) entitled Where's Jesus? It’s available August 3, 5, and 7. Mar-Lu-Ridge
Camp counselors will also be a part of this program which is designed for kids
pre-school through 5th grade. On Tuesday and Thursday, material will be provided for families to engage together. A schedule will be provided that families
can use in whatever ways that work best for your home. There are activities both
on and off screen. You may register for a DVD or USB copy of Where’s Jesus? For full information and to register, go to https://demdsynod.org/vbs/.
Although this VBS is entirely free-of-charge, you will be invited to consider donating to the synod’s COVID-19 Relief Fund.
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The Hilltop Neighborhood Center
“It was a great week(!),” proclaimed Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center
Executive Director, Michelle Williams upon the reopening of the Center on
June 29th, following a month-long shutdown due to COVID-19. And the good
news does not end there. More on that in a minute.
First, Michelle says “things went better than expected. Everything flowed well: single entrance and
exits were used, temperatures were taken, and everyone was patient. We are staying below the 15 students per classroom state limit to allow time to
evaluate the system and our programs.” Among those programs is our annual
Summer Camp for school aged children.
Michelle says even with COVID, our camp remains popular. “We have a
waiting list. Camp allows more parents to go back to work. They attended a
Parent Conference the Friday before opening and completed questionnaires
about the program and are complying with our safety precautions. It’s really
working.”
Summer Camp is a bit different this year amidst the COVID-19 pandemic,
especially when it comes to our cleaning habits. Michelle points out “there is a
set cleaning schedule: common areas are wiped down
twice daily, the teachers wipe down their classroom
areas regularly, and the night janitor cleans everything again after school.” In addition, each child of
age is required to wear a mask and is given one if he
or she leaves theirs at home.
In addition to regular cleaning, the pandemic has limited campers’ mobility. Michelle explains that while there are no field trips outside of the city,
there are short trips to local parks to burn off energy and exercise. Meanwhile,
in class, in addition to their summer learning program, each student has their
own camp bag with art supplies such as pencils, paints, magic markers, paper,
etc. There’s lots of coloring and drawing going on.
Our second bit of very good news is the appointment of Brandon Furrowh
as the Center’s new Deputy Director. Our former DD, Emma Wagner, resigned
earlier this year following the birth of her first child. Brandon is a long-time
volunteer at the Center and has an excellent repour with the students. He
comes to us from Henry B. duPont Middle School in the Red Clay School district where he is an educator and author. Welcome, Brandon to the Hilltop
Center!
Eric F. Mease. Board of Directors, Hilltop Lutheran Neighborhood Center
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Cont’d from pg 2

dinator and your Church Council. Although these times are challenging, they
offer us the ability to come up with creative ways to continue fellowshipping
with one another and rest assured, this
too shall pass.
Videos of the service will be made
available to any member who does not
attend the service.
Estimates for replacing the sign have
been submitted to our insurance company.
To date, God’s Work Our Hands remains scheduled for Sunday September
13th, 2020
Council Meetings will not be held in
July or August. If any pertinent business comes to play, we are available via
email or personal contact. Subsequent
discussions will take place either in
special virtual call meetings or group

emails.
Please remember that if you have
any suggestions, comments or concerns
you would like to address we are here
for you so feel free to bring them to our
attention for discussion at the next
Council meeting; scheduled for Tuesday, September 15th , 2020 at 6:30 PM.
Should you need to contact a Council
member during this pandemic, please
send an email or make a phone call.
Council reports have always been
and will continue to be available to
members in the Church Office and
within our virtual environment but will
not be made available on the website
because it has a public forum.
It is our blessing and our pleasure
to serve you!
Pam Baker, Council President

July 19—First outdoor worship service attendees.
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Community Garden
At left: The first harvest from the
Kingdom Kids Community
Garden was donated to the
Lutheran Community Services
Food Pantry
Tending the Garden
Below: Anders Frata waters the garden.
Top Right: Chris Collett waters the
garden while Johnny Collett tends
the harvest.
Bottom right: The Frata and Brill
Families water, weed and harvest
vegetables.

Hey Kingdom
Kids! The
Grocery Club
sends a
HUGE Thank
You for the
fresh produce
from the
garden that
was given to
Club clients at
the July
grocery
distribution.
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Above: Pastor and Duane during outdoor worship service.
Below: “Duane’s Eye-View” of congregation during outdoor worship.
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Above: JP & Friends at TOL’s first outdoor worship service
Below: Congregation attends outdoor worship—July 19, 2020

Tree of Life Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 64 / 505 Osbourne Street
Odessa, DE 19730-0064
(302) 378-3345 / treeoflifelc@verizon.net
www.treeoflifechurchde.com
www.facebook.com/TreeofLifeLutheranChurch/

This is Christ's church. - There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by
our faith, we embrace you as a whole person--questions, complexities and all. Join us as
we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.
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