What's Happening
April 29, 2022

Devotional Thoughts from Pastor Randy
ACTS 1-4

Luke begins his second volume, Acts,
the way he ended his first volume, the
Gospel we know as "Luke," with Jesus
giving his disciples instructions to wait
for the gift from the Father – the Holy
Spirit (Acts 1:4–5). How does this
emphasize for us the importance of the
Holy Spirit in our fulfilling Jesus'
mission?
In Acts 4:13, the onlookers noted that
Peter and John "unschooled, ordinary
men … had been with Jesus." What in
your life would make people thing you
"have been with Jesus?"
The climax of Peter's message in Acts
4:12 is "Salvation is found in no one
else, for there is no other name [Jesus
of Nazareth, v. 10] under heaven given
to men by which we must be saved."Do
we still believe this?

Claire Albrecht
May 3

Bob & Jamie Brandemuehl
April 29

Custodian Position Open
Sue and Tom Roberts have
notified the Personnel that they
will be leaving the custodian
position before the end of the
year. If you are interested in
this position, please speak to
Greg
Garasimowicz,
Ryan
Venema or Diane Williams.

Click here to view
the church calendar.
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Worship Service this Sunday
We will be worshiping in-person and via
Zoom this Sunday at 10:00 am. Visit
these links for important information:
SONG LYRICS
ORDER OF WORSHIP
To access worship via Zoom, please use
the information below:
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM WORSHIP
Phone Number: (312) 626-6799
Meeting ID: 459 288 4444
Password: 2623637249
The Adult Bible Study will resume this
Sunday, May 1st, at 9:00 A.M. We will
rejoin our study of Ephesians by moving
into chapter 4.Bring yourself, your Bible,
and your questions! You can access the
meeting via Zoom as well:
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM
Phone Number: (312) 626-6799
Meeting ID: 459 288 4444
Password: 2623637249
Articles & Announcements for the
weekly “What’s Happening” can be
sent to office@fccweb.net
To get your announcement on the
screens before worship, send the
name of your event/activity with
date, time, and place to
announcements@fccweb.net
Deadline for both is
8:00 am on Fridays
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Irene (from Cindy L) health concerns
Food for Families Family ~ life
challenges
Rachel (from Rae-Ellen) health concerns
JoAnn (from Linda) health concerns
JoAnn (from Beth) health concerns
Our Nation
Our shut ins and those in ill health
Our Church leadership
Those in Need
Mission School of Hope & Clinic

Praying for First Congregational Church
Each week we gather at 3:00 pm on
Thursdays (in the sanctuary) to pray
for one of the ministries of the church
and one of the members of the
congregation. If you cannot meet with
us, please include the following
ministry
and
members
of
our
congregation in your regular prayers:
Ministry: Street Evangelism
Member: Dorothy Sugden
If you have any questions please
contact Diane Williams or Sue
Roberts.
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Servant Schedule
Date

Liturgist

Music Leader

Sunday School

Front Porch

5/1

Chris W

Cindy W

Diane / Terry

Joanne H

5/8

Claire A

Joanne / Karen

Bob B

5/15

Joanne H

Janine / Chris

Fellowship

12 Neighbors Meeting
This past week, the 3 different 12
Neighbors groups finished up the
videos and discussions.
This Sunday, May 1st, we will have
a special guest join us during Front
Porch in Fellowship Hall. Cindy
Eggleston,
Director
of
the
Mukwonago Food Pantry, will
speak to us about the food
insecure, the homeless and other
neighbors in need in Mukwonago.
She is speaking to us at the
request of the 12 Neighbors
classes who want to gather
information about the needs in our
community. Everyone is invited to
partake of the refreshments and
listen to what Ms. Eggleston has to
say. Please bring your questions!
This is an informal, information
gathering session.
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Then, on Wednesday, May 4th at 7
PM, our 12 Neighbors groups will
all be meeting together in the
multi-purpose classroom in person
and via Zoom to discuss (an)
action plan(s) that we feel led to
implement.
We hope you can join us for these
next two steps in which we will try
to
move
forward
with
the
congregation’s
part
of
the
sabbatical
theme,
“Love
Thy
Neighbor.” If you haven’t attended
the 12 Neighbor’s sessions, we
Su
still encourage
you to get involved
in these next steps!
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Spring Concert
The Mukwonago Area
Community Choir (MACC) will
be presenting a spring
concert on Saturday, May 14
at 7 PM here at FCC. This
year’s concert theme is Talk
About Pop Music, featuring
music of the Carpenters, the
Beatles, the Mamas & the
Papas, Stevie Wonder, Styx,
Eric Clapton, and others.
Admission to the concert is
free, but we hope you will
consider a monetary donation
to ACAP (the Adaptive
Community Approach
Program) of Waukesha
County.
ACAP is a program that is
similar to TriSkill. The
Adaptive Community
Approach Program (ACAP)
began in 1982 as a disability
services organization serving
people who have physical and
developmental disabilities
who did not fit into other
human services programs.

Cutting
Plastic Bags
We will be cutting
plastic bags on
Monday May 9 at
about 9:30 am.
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Offering Report
Offering Expected to Date

47,661.13

Offering Received to Date

49,925.38

Difference

2,264.25
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Report to the NACCC Growth Ministry Council

Dear FCC family,
We finished updating some of our IT
needs with the NACCC grant we received
late last year. Here is the report we sent
to the NACCC Growth Ministry team, upon
the project's completion.

In early 2022, FCC Mukwonago, put the
NACCC Silver Linings grant money
towards making the following upgrades to
ministry tools.
1) PTZ Camera for Zoom Services
When the COVID pandemic started, FCC
started zooming Sunday worship services
and other meetings of the congregation.
We have continued zooming, and at every
service, we have about 12-15 (mostly
shut-ins) folks join us via zoom. A
recurring
complaint
was
the
poor
resolution and clarity in the video. Some
of the grant money was used to upgrade
the webcam camera in use in the
sanctuary. After the upgrade, the image
quality issue has been completely
resolved (see page 5). We can also zoom,
pan and tilt into different angles and areas
of the sanctuary.
The feedback to this upgrade has been
overwhelmingly positive and has clearly
improved the experience for those
watching services at home. $1873 was
spent on the PTZOptics 20X camera and
USB cable.
2) Desktop computer upgrade for
slides/videos in the sanctuary
Part of the grant money was used to
purchase a new computer for our
Sanctuary. We use it to run an application
called EasyWorship which post slides on
the sanctuary TVs screens showing hymn
lyrics, scripture, announcements, and
share the screens with Zoom participants.
All this enhances our worship service. Our
old computer was very slow to the point it
caused anxiety for the technicians and
often broke the flow of the worship
service.
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The newer desktop with a hardwired
network connection, is better equiped to
handle our post-Covid workload. $557
was spent on the refurbished desktop
computer, network switch and cabling.
3) Laptop computer for the after-school
Good News Club ministry
The new laptop has been an enormous
blessing to both the leaders and children
at Good News Club. Prior to receiving the
new laptop, they had stopped singing
songs for the old computer didn't
consistently project sound. This semester
they've included songs almost weekly
both for praise and worship time as well
as an aid to Scripture memorization.
Additionally, the ease and consistent
functioning of the new equipment has
allowed the leaders to simultaneously
teach
and
operate
audio/video
presentations. Without the distraction and
concern about equipment malfunctions,
the teachers are more confident and
students are more focused and engaged
in the Bible lessons. $798 was spent on a
lightweight HP Pavilion Aero 13 laptop,
with Microsoft Office.
The program funded by the grant has
been fully completed. The total amount
spent out of the grant was $3228. We are
returning the unspent portion of the grant
( $272.61 ) along with our sincere thanks
to the NACCC Growth Ministry Council.
The grant money was truly a blessing to
our whole congregation! We intend to
dedicate these post pandemic upgrades
for the glory of God and the extension of
His kingdom, here at FCC Mukwonago.
Respectfully submitted,
Prakash Mathew,
(Moderator and A/V Lead)
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Report to the NACCC Growth Ministry Council
continued....
Before:

After:
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FCC's New Neighbor!
Good News! Our good friends and
soon-to-be
neighbors,
Life’s
Connection, is ready to move into
their new facility in what was Miller’s
Pharmacy! It’s been a long wait, but
they think the move will happen the
first two weeks in May! (In case you
aren’t
familiar
with
Life’s
Connection,
they
provide
confidential medical, counseling,
and educational support to pregnant
women and FCC has had a long
relationship with them.)
Back in early 2021, we figured they
were going to need help moving. So,
as an act of love in keeping with
Pastor Kevin’s Sabbatical theme, we
offered our help. They accepted and
are counting on us! In fact, they are
overjoyed to have our help and are
so excited—not only to work with us,
but also to finally get settled in their
new facility! In the words of Founder
and
Executive
Director
Krys
Crawley, “It is going to be a ton of
fun work!”
Speaking of the “work”, we are
hoping everyone will help in some
way, shape or form! We will put out
signup
sheets
on
the
Communication Table so you can
indicate what you are willing and
able to do. If you haven’t moved in a
long time, this will give you an idea
of the tasks from heavy to light:
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Heavier lifting/loading of items
from current building and again
into new building
Carry in bookshelves
Assemble
furniture
(three
couches, four chairs, a kitchen
table set)
Unpack stuff
Set up racks in the Baby
Boutique
Put baby items on hangers and
hang on the racks
Vacuuming and dusting
Set up the kitchen
As moving time draws nearer, we
will keep you posted with firm dates
and times. At this point, we think
the move will occur the first two
weeks in May over weekdays and
weekend(s) and probably broken
into a couple shifts.
John Heywood said, “Many hands
make light work.”
But, more
18:20 says,

importantly,

Matthew

“For where two or three are
gathered in my name, there am I
among them.” Let’s do this with love
and joy knowing our Heavenly
Father will be pleased!
The Sabbatical Squad
Jean Brocker
Joanne Himebauch
Al Haeger
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Contact Us

Church Council
Church Office
262-363-7249
231 Roberts Drive
Mukwonago WI 53149
office@fccweb.net
Pastor Randy Kohls
920-265-9445
RevKohls@gmail.com
Marni Wiggins
Organist/Choir Director
marnilynn@mac.com
Prayer Chain
prayer@fccweb.net
Visitation Ministry
care@fccweb.net
Announcements
announcements@fccweb.net
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Moderator - Prakash Mathew
262-436-4025
Moderator Elect - Diane Williams
608-274-5597
Treasurer-Jean Brocker
262-470-9949
Secretary-Joanne Himebauch
262-363-8144
Budget & Finance-Ryan Venema
262-749-8380
Property & Grounds-Bob Brandemuehl
262-227-6629
Worship-Michael Zvara
715-213-7201
Congregational Care-Janine Coley
262-363-4627
Missions-Terry Buchmann
414-322-4761
Christian Education-Sue Roberts
262-378-4695
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