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Bad news, good news, and bad news

In last month’s Belltower I reported the damage done to the outer protective glass covering The Last Supper window. To be sure there were no problems with the stained
glass itself, our insurance company agreed to pay for an inspection by
professional stained glass artists. What follows is the bad news.
It seems that the force of the wind and resulting pressure that blew out protective glass
actually pulled a large section of the center of the window away from the interior frame
supporting it. Even to a laymen, the problem is evident.
Upon recommendations from both stained glass companies, the window was boarded
up prior to the 2nd wind storm in March. They both said that without the outer covering, it was a grave prospect the entire window would fail, fall apart. The insurance
company agreed, and covered the cost. By the time you read this article hopefully a
banner will have been put up over the boarded up window letting people know we are
still open!
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After reviewing the proposals from Suevel Studios of Arlington Heights and Jacksonville Stained Glass of Jacksonville IL our insurance company is going with JSG due to
Mark Wadley,
same quality of work, and $17,000 less that Suevel Studios. I have complete
Maintenance
confidence in JSG. On equal level as Suevel Studios, however JSG brings everything
they need...portable work area, lift and scaffolding. All work will be done on site in their
portable workshop. Stained glass needs to be worked on in a horizontal position. The reason is they have
to use solder in numerous places to reattach the framework that was damaged, otherwise the solder would
run down and damage more glass. The cost for repairs is $54,750. Repairs should take about a week.
Now the good news, the insurance company is covering the cost.
Bad news—the window frame holding the stained glass in place is rotted really bad, and a part of it broke
during the storm. The insurance will NOT cover any costs involved with deterioration. That is on us.
While this is an unexpected expense, with a replacement value of approximately $500,000 for the 18’x10’
window, it would be foolish not to take care of the frame now. The insurance company is covering a good
portion of the expenses involved in this...removal of window and putting
everything back up. It was decided at the March Session meeting therefore to go ahead and have a new
frame put in. Our share of the bill is $13,600; MUCH cheaper than if we had to pay for all the removal and
re-install costs!
Would you consider a one time additional gift to help cover the cost of reframing the window? If so write
“Stained Glass window Repair” on your check. As work progresses you will be informed. Thank you in
advance for your donation.

HOLY WEEK READINGS
Faith Presbyterian Church in Anchorage, Alaska posted a great resource for reading the Bible
during Holy Week. It is ambitious, I know, but would you consider making time in your schedule Holy Week to read the suggested readings? As Psalm 119:11 says, “Thine Word have I hid
in my heart, that I might not sin against Thee.” Your faith will deepen as you delve into the
Scriptures! If you will commit to give it a try drop me an e-mail at office@firstpreskankakee.org.
Those of us who start the journey can share with each other what God has spoken to our hearts.
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Pastor Luis Aguilar is from the town of San Pedro, in
state of San Marcos. He accepted Christ at the age of
15. He was the first Christian in his family. At the age
of 16 he went to seminary, Centro Guatemalteco de
Teoloia & Practica in Quetzaltenango. His training involved months of intensive training, followed by two
months in the “field” planting churches for the Spanish
Church of God, Eglesia de Dios. He stayed at seminary for three years. He met Aremelinda there and
they married and had two of their four children while
there. They stayed in Guatemala until Luis was 25;
planting four churches during his time in ministry
there.
At first he came to Los Angeles, but had trouble finding
work, and no family there. He then came to Chicago to
stay with family. While staying with his family he
worked various jobs and attended a church in Chicago
for eight years. For those eight years Luis asked many
times to help with the church service, but was told no.
When his Pastor went on a 15 day fast he called Luis up and said the Holy Spirit told him it was
time to go back to ministry. His Pastor spoke with the denomination Supervisor and the
decision was made to send Luis to Kankakee. Two years prior, Pastor David from the English
speaking Church of God church in Manteno saw a need for a Spanish Church of God in
Kankakee. He originally called a Pastor from Puerto Rico and that Pastor started the church,
which met in a school gym here in Kankakee.
After two years Pastor Luis took charge of the church and they started meeting in a storefront
on Schyuler. After about six months he was walking past the church and met Rev. Harris.
He asked her if he could use the
“pool” to baptize people. She showed
him the baptismal font and he said,
“How do I put the people inside
here?”
They became friends and on Pentecost
Sunday 2007, she invited their church
to conduct our Pentecost Service.
They led the music with their band,
and Pastor Luis gave the sermon. Two
years later in 2009 an invitation was
given for Juan 3:16 to rent our building
for use as their church.
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At that time the church had a weekly attendance of
about 25 people. Jump ahead to present day and
they have a membership of 38 adults and 36
children. Their main worship service is at 1 pm
Sundays. This service consists mainly of music and
a sermon.
In addition to our location, several years ago they
started a church in Onarga, where Pastor Luis
preaches on Monday evenings.
Top right, Jr High group, below that the High School group.
Below top Women’s Bible Study and below that Youth Band
leading worship

On Tuesday evenings Bible study is held.
They separate into groups, i.e. women’s,
men’s, youth, and children. Each group has
their own time of music, Bible study and
prayer.
Wednesday evenings are band rehearsal
nights. A youth band practices upstairs,
and the band that plays at Onarga in the
Sanctuary.
Thursday night the children youth have their own services. The children in the upstairs west Sunday school rooms, and the youth in the choir room. Pastor Luis trains a different child every
week to conduct a service, preach, and all the elements of a worship service. His son Luis leads
the youth service every week. While that is occurring, the adults have a regular service in the
sanctuary.
On Friday the main band for the Sunday service rehearses in the sanctuary. Saturday morning
from 8am – 12pm there is a Fasting Prayer service in the sanctuary. Saturday evenings the main
band has another rehearsal.
Pastor Luis would like to thank God because he is using Frist Presbyterian to allow Juan 3:16 to
worship here and reach Hispanic people with the Word of God. His goal is to become a center
that will plant churches in the area. We (FPK) are glad to be in partnership with you as you
share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all those who will listen!
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