Festival of Pentecost 05.19.24
NEXT STEP: STUDY & SHARE

READINGS PRAYER OF THE DAY
Acts 2:1-21 Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones,
Psalm 104:24-34. 35b & your Spirit brings truth to the world. Send

us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, &
th th. give us language to proclaim your gospel,
Rf)?r?;ns %/?5)2_27 through Jesus Christ, our Savior & Lord,
e o who lives & reigns with you & the Holy
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 Spirit, one God, now & forever. Amen.

Send forth your Spirit & renew the face of

SERMON TEXT- Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place.... *All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit & began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. SNow there were devout Jews
from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. SAnd at this sound the crowd gathered & was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. “Amazed & astonished, they asked, “Are not
all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? ...in our
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 2All were amazed & perplexed, saying to one
another, “What does this mean?” *But others sneered & said, “They are filled with new wine.” *But Peter, standing
with the eleven, raised his voice & addressed them, “Men of Judea & all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to
you, & listen to what I say. *®Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.
8No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ¥"“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out
my Spirit upon all flesh, & your sons & your daughters shall prophesy, & your young men shall see visions, & your
old men shall dream dreams. **Even upon my slaves, both men & women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; &
they shall prophesy.’®And | will show portents in the heaven above & signs on the earth below, blood, & fire, &
smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness & the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great &
glorious day. ZThen everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

LISTENINGTO. ..

Gob- Christian life is rooted in the Father, Son, & Holy Spirit

What do Luke 5:36-39, John 2:1-11 add to the understanding of vw12-13?

2. Pentecost was originally an Old Testament festival following Passover that celebrated God
giving his Law to the Israelites at Mt Sinai (Leviticus 23:15-21; Numbers 28:26-31;
Deuteronomy 16:9-12). If the Law is understood as something essential to Old Testament Israel,
how is this Pentecost equally essential to New Testament Christianity?

EACH OTHER- Sharing & growing with our brothers & sisters in Christ

3. Pentecost also to be associated with the wheat harvest. How does that also make a good metaphor
for New Testament Christianity’s connection to Old Testament Israel? See Isaiah 42:1-9; Luke
2:25-33; How do #1, 2 & 3 come together to give you a new insight into Word & sacrament
ministry as essential to the Church?

4. When have you been confused by things that the Church does? How did understanding finally
come to you? If it hasn’t come, how can you find it now? Hint: think past bad behavior of the
church for this question.

NEIGHBORS- Bearing fruit for those not yet our brothers & sisters
5. What assumed “confusions” does the world see in today’s Church? What confusions does your
community see in your congregation? Hint: think beyond worship “styles ”” & denominational differences.
6. Consider w6-8; this is the key demonstration of the Holy Spirit’s power in the lesson (the “new
thing;” cf. Isaiah 43:18-19, 25). How does this still happen today in your congregation & its
neighborhood? How does this happen for you among your friends, coworkers, & neighbors? If
it’s not happening, how can that change? Who has God put in your everyday to hear about him?

=
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Festival of Pentecost 05.19.24
Series: Birth of the Church Rev. Jared Stillions, STS
Labor can be confusing; the delivery brings clarity

Confusion
What on earth is happening with these Jesus people?

-Notes-

KEeY VERSE: All were amazed & perplexed, saying to one another,
“What does this mean?”” But others sneered & said, “They are filled
with new wine.” (vw12-13)

-NEXT STEPS MEMORY VERSE-
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful,
& kindle in us the fire of your love. (from an ancient hymn)
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