
 

 

Festival of St. Michael & All Angels 
September 25, 2022 

Order of Worship: Holy Communion, Setting Four 
Portions of the liturgy are from Sundaysandsesasons.com, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Scripture is reprinted from New Revised Standard Version Bible with Apocrypha, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Prayers of the Church, copyright 2022 Lutheran Core. Sermon, copyright 2022 Jared Stillions or other listed preacher. Used by permission. All other material not covered by 
other copyright is copyright 2022 St. Peter Lutheran Church of Hallettsville, Texas. Reprinted by permission under one or more of the following licenses:  Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SB140201, One License A-727829, CCLI 11158184. 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A-727829 and/or CCLI with license 11158184. No reproduction allowed without permission. 

Congregational responses are printed in bold type.  
Hearing assistance is available near the usher’s table. See an usher for help.  
St. Peter worship services are recorded and broadcasted.  
When you enter a St. Peter Lutheran Church worship service/event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording may occur. Such photographs and audio/visual recordings may be used by 
St. Peter for any reason. By entering the service/event premises, you consent to, photography, audio recording, video recording and its/their release, publication, exhibition, or reproduction you waive all rights you may 
have to any claims for payment or royalties or inspection.  

PRELUDE & BELLS We observe a moment of silence for prayer and meditation. 
WELCOME congregation responds and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 
We stand OPENING HYMN  
#663  “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word” 
 

BRIEF RITE FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thought of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession.      1John 1:8-9 

Most merciful God… we confess that we are born captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives 
us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I 

forgive you- who believe and repent- of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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HOLY COMMUNION  

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 

 

SONG OF PRAISE “Glory to God in the Highest” p 148 Luke 2:14 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray…. Everlasting God, you have wonderfully established the ministries of angels and 

mortals. Mercifully grant that as Michael and the angels contend against the cosmic forces of 

evil, so by your direction they may help and defend us here on earth, through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God whom we 

worship and praise with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 
WORD 

Next Steps Weekly Memory Verse: PSALM 103:20 
Bless the Lord, you angels, you mighty ones who do God’s bidding. 

 
We sit FIRST READING: DANIEL 10:10-14, 12:1-3 
10A hand touched me and roused me to my hands and knees. 11He said to me, “Daniel, greatly 
beloved, pay attention to the words that I am going to speak to you. Stand on your feet, for I 
have now been sent to you.” So while he was speaking this word to me, I stood up 
trembling. 12He said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your mind 
to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words have been heard, 
and I have come because of your words. 13But the prince of the kingdom of Persia opposed 
me twenty-one days. So Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, and I left him 
there with the prince of the kingdom of Persia, 14and have come to help you understand what 
is to happen to your people at the end of days. For there is a further vision for those days. 
12:1“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall 
be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at 
that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. 2Many of 
those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt. 3Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the 
sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 
 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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RESPONSE & MEDITATION: PSALM 103:1-5, 20-22 
1Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

2Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits. 

3He forgives all your sins 
and heals all your infirmities; 

4he redeems your life from the grave 
and crowns you with mercy and lovingkindness; 

5he satisfies you with good things, 
and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 20Bless the Lord, you angels of his, you mighty ones who do his bidding, 
 and hearken to the voice of his word. 

21Bless the Lord, all you his hosts, 
you ministers of his who do his will. 

 22Bless the Lord, all you works of his, in all places of his dominion; 
bless the Lord, O my soul. 

 
SECOND READING: REVELATION 12:7-12 
7War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and 
his angels fought back, 8but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in 
heaven. 9The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels 
were thrown down with him. 10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, 
“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority 
of his Messiah, for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, who accuses them 
day and night before our God. 11But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. 
12Rejoice then, you heavens and those who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, 
for the devil has come down to you with great wrath, because he knows that his time is short 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 
We stand. GOSPEL VERSE: JOHN 6:68 P151 
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GOSPEL READING: LUKE 16:19-31 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 
sores, 21who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the 
dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels 
to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being 
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember 
that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you 
and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you 
cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to 
send him to my father’s house—28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that 
they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and 
the prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone 
goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead. 
 The Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY 
#592 “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 

We sit. SERMON  Rev. Jared Stillions, STS 
From Generation to Generation 

Mercy From On High 
 
Rite of Holy Baptism  Sunday AM only 
 Sunday PM will only say Creed, then prayers 
In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by joining us to 
the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ We are born children of a fallen humanity; 
in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God and inheritors of eternal life. By water 
and the Holy Spirit, we are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we 
live with him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
We present Laramie Fay Teltschik to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 
 
In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You should, therefore, 
faithfully bring him to the services of God’s house, and teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Creed, and the Ten Commandments. As he grows in years, you should place in his hands the 
Holy Scriptures and provide for his instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in the 
covenant of his Baptism and in communion with the Church, he may lead a godly life until 
the day of Jesus Christ. Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 
I do 
 
Haley Teltschik has come to us from another church, and desires to make public affirmation 
to her baptism. 
 
Dear friends we rejoice to receive you, member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
into our fellowship in the Gospel.  Do you renounce your membership in all other 
congregations and churches? 
I do. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Let us pray in the name of Jesus to our heavenly Father for the Church, the world, and one 
another. 
A brief silence 
 
For Laramie who is Baptized today, for those who are affirming their Baptism, and for all the 
baptized everywhere: that they may be redeemed from all evil and rescued from the way of sin 
and death; that the Holy Spirit may open their hearts to your grace and truth; that they may be 
kept in the faith and communion of your holy Church; that they may be sent into the world in 
witness to your love; that they may be brought to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
 Lord, in you mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Father, thank you for words of warning and wisdom. Sometimes we don’t want to hear how 
faith and finances are connected! And sometimes we think they’re about other people, not us. 
Fill us with your Holy Spirit, so we can listen to your Word, think about our priorities, and 
faithfully do your will. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Give your Church pastors, bishops, deacons, and theologians who adorn your Gospel with 
holy lives and grace-filled words. Through their wise leadership, lead many people to deeper 
faith, unshakable hope, and generous charity. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Look with kindness upon the people and ministries of this congregation. We pray for our 
mission to develop fully devoted followers of Jesus; and to support Solid Rock our mission in 
action. Help us keep the main thing the main thing: loving you, and generously sharing your 
love with others, however and wherever we can. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for the persecuted church, especially in Nigeria, Pakistan, and North Korea. Keep 
your people steadfast in faith. Help us to speak boldly in their defense. Turn the hearts of 
their tormentors away from their folly, and bring them to repentant faith in you. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
We pray for our country, and for its elected and appointed leaders. Heal the suspicion, 
division, and hatred that weakens and fractures us. Bless everyone who works to restore 
integrity, common sense, and impartial justice, tempered with mercy, in our common life. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Lord, it’s too easy to ignore the poor or blame them for their plight. It’s also easy to do 
unhelpful things, thinking we’re being compassionate. Give us wisdom as well as generosity. 
Help us to listen and see, to ponder and discuss, so we work with poor people to help them 
work for, and walk into, a better life. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Hear and answer the prayers of all who cry out to you for help. Especially we pray for the 
needs of: {List}. Refresh them in their time of trial, and surround them with skilled and kindly 
care. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Dear Father, thank you for gathering our beloved dead into your own bosom. Comfort all 
who mourn the loss of loved ones. We pray for the families of {List}. Give us your Holy 
Spirit, so we encourage, challenge, and support each other as we strive to walk in your ways. 
Bring us, with all whom you have redeemed by the blood of Jesus, into the holy peace and 
eternal joy of your Kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your hands, gracious 
Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father; We give you thanks, for in the beginning your spirits 
moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth.  By the gift of water you nourish 
and sustain us and all living things. By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and 
saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud 
and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land.  In the waters 
of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of 
his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage of his own 
to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life.  He made 
water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth.  In obedience to his command, we 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given 
new life. Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth 
as inheritors of your glorious kingdom. To you be given praise and honor and worship 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
I ask you  to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, 
the faith in which we baptize. 
 
Do you renounce all the forces of evil? I do. 
Do you renounce the devil? I do. 
Do you renounce all the devil’s empty promises? I do. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
 Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
 crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 
 rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
 Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* Church, the communion of saints, the       
forgiveness of sins, the + resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 *means whole, entire Christian 
 
Laramie, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
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HYMN 

#450 “I Bind unto Myself Today” vv. 1, 2, 3, 5 
 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your sons from the 
power of sin and for raising them up to a new life through this holy sacrament. Pour your 
Holy Spirit upon Laramie the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence. 
Amen 
 
Laramie, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of 
Christ forever. Amen 
 
Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 
 
O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father, mother, and family of this 

child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them. Make them teachers and 

examples of righteousness for this child. Strengthen them in their own Baptism so they may 

share eternally with their child the salvation you have given them, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen 

 
Through Baptism God has made this new sister a member of the priesthood we all share in 
Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear her creative and redeeming 
Word to all the world. 
We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow member of the 
body of Christ, child of the same heavenly Father, and workers with us in the kingdom 
of God. 
 
Haley, you have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear 
his Word and share in his supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice 
and peace in all the earth? 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
Let us pray. 
Those making affirmation kneel. A brief silence is kept so that prayer may be made for them. 
Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made this woman your own.  You 
forgave her all her sins and brought her to newness of life.  Continue to strengthen her with 
the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in her your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 
FAITH CHEST 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also, with you. 
We briefly greet those in our row with the words “Peace be with you.” 
 
We sit. OFFERING, OFFERTORY SONG & PRAYER- Giving back to God 

 
 
We stand #222 “Into Paradise”  
Into paradise may the angels lead you. 
At your coming may the martyrs receive you 
And lead you into the holy city. Jerusalem, Jerusalem. 
May a choir of angels welcome you, 
And where Lazarus is poor no more, 
May you have everlasting rest, 
May you have everlasting rest, 
May you have everlasting rest. 
 
MILESTONE MINISTRY BLESSING 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, king of the universe. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we 
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
  

First- and second-time guests are not expected to give a monetary offering;  
your Connection Card and your presence this morning are your gifts. 
Safe, secure & easy electronic giving is available on our website 
stpeterhallettsville.org/giving or by scanning this code. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 
It is indeed right and salutary . . . and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
You are indeed holy… 
In the night in which he was betrayed, … Do this for the remembrance of me. 
All honor and glory are yours…now and forever. Amen 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
We sit. INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ present and received in, with, and under 
the bread and wine. All who are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and who 
believe the Lord’s words “This is my body given for you” and “This is my blood poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins” may receive Communion. Young children, not yet receiving Communion, may receive a blessing. 
 (Matt 26:26ff, Mark 14:22ff, Luke 22:19ff, 1 Cor. 11:24ff) 
Communion administration occurs in a continuous fashion at the Communion rail. The ushers will guide you to 
the rail. To receive the elements, extend your hand, palm up, to the ministers. White grape juice is available in the 
center of the trays. For those unable to consume either bread or wine, the Church affirms the Lord’s full presence 
in each element alone. Once you have received the elements, return to your seat by the side aisles. If you do not 
desire to receive Holy Communion, you may remain seated. 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
 "Lamb of God" p154    John 1:29 

 
  
 
We stand POST-COMMUNION BLESSING, SONG, & PRAYER 
May the body and blood…keep you in his grace. Amen. 
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 “Lord Now You Let Your Servant” Luke 2:29-32 

 
 
Let us pray… We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this 
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
#588 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”          tune #836  
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ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH  
100 North Promenade, Hallettsville, Texas 77964 

(361) 798-2808 www.stpeterhallettsville.org 

Our mission is Christ’s mission – “I will build my church”  
by developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

Opening Hymn; “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word” (#663) 
Text by Johathan F. Bahnmaier; Music by J.A. Freylinghausen 
 

1 Spread, oh, spread, almighty Word, 
spread the reign of God the Lord. 
Send forth our Creator's call, 
heaven's gifts extend to all. 
 
2 Tell of our Redeemer's grace, 
who, to save our human race 
and to pay rebellion's price, 
gave himself as sacrifice. 
 
3 Tell of God the Spirit giv'n 
now to guide us on to heav'n, 
strong and holy, just and true, 
working both to will and do. 
 
4 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
rouse to action heart and mind; 
let the gath'ring nations all 
see your light and heed your call. 
 
Hymn of the Day: “Just As I Am, without One Plea” (#592)  
Text by charlotte Elliott; Music by William B. Bradbury 
 

1 Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 
and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
2 Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 
 
4 Just as I am; thy love unknown 

http://www.stpeterhallettsville.org/
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has broken ev'ry barrier down; 
now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
 
 

Baptism Hymn: “I Bind unto Myself Today” (#450) 
Text by Cecil Frances Alexander; Music by Irish melody 
 

1 I bind unto myself today 
the strong name of the Trinity 
by invocation of the same, 
the Three in One and One in Three. 
 
2 I bind this day to me forever, 
by pow'r of faith, Christ's incarnation, 
his baptism in the Jordan River, 
his cross of death for my salvation, 
his bursting from the spiced tomb, 
his riding up the heav'nly way, 
his coming at the day of doom, 
I bind unto myself today. 
 
3 I bind unto myself today 
the virtues of the starlit heaven, 
the glorious sun's life-giving ray, 
the whiteness of the moon at even, 
the flashing of the lightning free, 
the whirling wind's tempestuous shocks, 
the stable earth, the deep salt sea, 
around the old eternal rocks. 
 
5 I bind unto myself the name, 
the strong name of the Trinity 
by invocation of the same, 
the Three in One and One in Three, 
of whom all nature has creation, 
eternal Father, Spirit, Word. 
Praise to the Lord of my salvation; 
salvation is of Christ the Lord! 
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Closing Hymn:  “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” (#588) 

Text by Frederick W. Faber; Music by North American, 19th Cent. 
 

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in God's justice 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heav'n. 
There is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgment giv'n. 
 
2 There is welcome for the sinner, 
and a promised grace made good; 
there is mercy with the Savior; 
there is healing in his blood. 
There is grace enough for thousands 
of new worlds as great as this; 
there is room for fresh creations 
in that upper home of bliss. 
 
3 For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of our mind; 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
But we make this love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify its strictness 
with a zeal God will not own. 
 
4 'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; 
it is something more than all: 
greater good because of evil, 
larger mercy through the fall. 
Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
let us take you at your word, 
and our lives will be thanksgiving 
for the goodness of the Lord. 
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