Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 28, 2022
Order of Worship: Holy Communion, Setting Four
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PRELUDE & BELLS We observe a moment of silence for prayer and meditation.
WELCOME congregation responds and unto ages of ages. Amen.
We stand OPENING HYMN
#522

“As We Gather at Your Table”

BRIEF RITE FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thought of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession.
1John 1:8-9
Most merciful God… we confess that we are born captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I
forgive you- who believe and repent- of all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
SONG OF PRAISE

“Glory to God in the Highest”
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p 148 Luke 2:14

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray…. O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are
humble. Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
Next Steps Weekly Memory Verse: MATTHEW 11:29
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart.
We sit FIRST READING: PROVERBS 25:6-7
6
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the great; 7for it is
better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
RESPONSE & MEDITATION: PSALM 112
1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord
and have great delight in his commandments!
2Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
4Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
5It is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice
6For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is right; they put their trust in the LORD.
8Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
9They have given freely to the poor,
and their righteousness stands fast forever; they will hold up their head with honor.
10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.
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SECOND READING: HEBREWS 13:1-8, 15-17, 20-21
1
Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that
some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as
though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves
were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept
undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love
of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, "I will never leave you or
forsake you." 6So we can say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?" 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to
you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 17Obey your leaders and
submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls and will give an account. Let them
do this with joy and not with sighing — for that would be harmful to you. 20Now may the
God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21make you complete in everything good so that
you may do his will, working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
We stand. GOSPEL VERSE: JOHN 6:68
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GOSPEL READING: LUKE 14:1, 7-14
Glory to You, O Lord.
1
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal
on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 7When he noticed how the guests chose the
places of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you
has been invited by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and say to
you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest
place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host
comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence
of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those
who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12He said also to the one who had invited him,
“When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your
relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be
repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the
blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.”
The Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ!
HYMN OF THE DAY
#599

“Lord Jesus, Think on Me”

We sit. SERMON

Cloudy Skies
Get Action

Rev. Jared Stillions, STS

We stand. PROFESSION OF FAITH
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the + resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*means whole, entire Christian
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray in the name of Jesus to our heavenly Father for the Church, the world, and one
another.
A brief silence
Gracious Father, thank you for making us like Jesus! Joined to him, who humbled himself for
our sake, we too can be humble, without being doormats. Transformed by his Spirit, we can
live in faith toward you and in fervent love for others. Thank you! Make us more and more
the living image of your Son.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Fill your Church with obedient, humble faith in Christ alone. Give it pastors, bishops,
theologians and lay leaders who speak your truth in love. By your Holy Spirit, inspire
compassionate deeds and holy lives among all who name Jesus Christ as Lord.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless the people of this congregation. Help us to remember that we always speak, act, and live
in the presence of Christ our King. Let the way we treat everyone reflect his strong saving
love. We pray for our mission to develop fully devoted followers of Jesus; and to support
Solid Rock our mission in action.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Calm the fears and give comfort and strength to your persecuted servants throughout the
world. By their humble witness, cause their enemies to repent and to turn to you, their only
King, Lord and God.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless this land with peace, justice, prosperity, concord, and integrity. Guide our leaders, and
all who take counsel for the nations, so that they may always remember that they must give an
account of their deliberations and deeds to you, the King of the Nations.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We are too fascinated by power, prestige, and popularity. Give us the grace to notice, and
cherish, the humble and lowly who do your will. More than that, make us like Jesus, who is
gentle and lowly of heart.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Those burdened with pain, sorrow, and adversity need the strength and healing that only you
can give. We pray on their behalf, especially for: {List}. Quiet their fears, heal their bodies,
minds, and hearts, and renew their hope. Bless all who care for them. Give them refreshment
and resources to continue their ministry of loving service.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Heavenly Father, thank you for receiving all who have died trusting in you. Quiet the souls of
all who mourn. We pray for the families of {List}. Teach us to live trustfully as your dear
children. Lead us into your house, where with all whom you have redeemed, we will rest in
your arms, delight in your goodness, and adore you forever.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In the power of the Holy Spirit, we entrust our prayers and petitions into your hands, gracious
Father, for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also, with you.
We briefly greet those in our row with the words “Peace be with you.”
We sit. OFFERING, OFFERTORY SONG & PRAYER- Giving back to God
First- and second-time guests are not expected to give a monetary offering;
your Connection Card and your presence this morning are your gifts.
Safe, secure & easy electronic giving is available on our website
stpeterhallettsville.org/giving or by scanning this code.
We stand
I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
1 I am Jesus' little lamb ever glad at heart I am
For my shepherd gently guides me
Knows my need and well provides me
Loves me every day the same
Even calls me by my name
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, king of the universe. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right and salutary . . . and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
You are indeed holy…
In the night in which he was betrayed, … Do this for the remembrance of me.
All honor and glory are yours…now and forever. Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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We sit. INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.
Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ present and received in, with, and under
the bread and wine. All who are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and who
believe the Lord’s words “This is my body given for you” and “This is my blood poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins” may receive Communion. Young children, not yet receiving Communion, may receive a blessing.
(Matt 26:26ff, Mark 14:22ff, Luke 22:19ff, 1 Cor. 11:24ff)

Communion administration occurs in a continuous fashion at the Communion rail. The ushers will guide you to
the rail. To receive the elements, extend your hand, palm up, to the ministers. White grape juice is available in the
center of the trays. For those unable to consume either bread or wine, the Church affirms the Lord’s full presence
in each element alone. Once you have received the elements, return to your seat by the side aisles. If you do not
desire to receive Holy Communion, you may remain seated.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMN

"Lamb of God"

We stand POST-COMMUNION BLESSING, SONG, & PRAYER
May the body and blood…keep you in his grace. Amen.
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John 1:29

“Lord Now You Let Your Servant”

Luke 2:29-32

Let us pray… We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another, for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
#754

“Jesus, the Very Thought of You”
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ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
100 North Promenade, Hallettsville, Texas 77964
(361) 798-2808
www.stpeterhallettsville.org
Our mission is Christ’s mission – “I will build my church”
by developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
Opening Hymn; “As We Gather at Your Table” (#522)
Text by Carl P. Dew Jr; Music by Julius Rontgen

1 As we gather at your table,
as we listen to your word,
help us know, O God, your presence;
let our hearts and minds be stirred.
Nourish us with sacred story
till we claim it as our own;
teach us through this holy banquet
how to make Love's vict'ry known.
2 Turn our worship into witness
in the sacrament of life;
send us forth to love and serve you,
bringing peace where there is strife.
Give us, Christ, your great compassion
to forgive as you forgave;
may we still behold your image
in the world you died to save.
3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon
other guests to share that feast
where triumphant Love will welcome
those who had been last and least.
There no more will envy blind us
nor will pride our peace destroy,
as we join with saints and angels
to repeat the sounding joy.
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Hymn of the Day: “Lord Jesus, Think on Me” (#599)
Text by Allen W. Chatfield; Music by The Psalmes of David

1 Lord Jesus, think on me,
and purge away my sin;
from selfish passions set me free
and make me pure within.
2 Lord Jesus, think on me,
by anxious thoughts oppressed;
let me your loving servant be
and taste your promised rest.
3 Lord Jesus, think on me,
nor let me go astray;
through darkness and perplexity
point out your chosen way.
4 Lord Jesus, think on me,
that, when the flood is past,
I may the eternal brightness see
and share your joy at last.
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Closing Hymn: “Jesus, the Very Thought of You” (#754)
Text by Edward Caswall; Music by John B. Dykes

1 Jesus, the very thought of you
fills us with sweet delight;
but sweeter far your face to view
and rest within your light.
2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame,
nor can the mind recall
a sweeter sound than your blest name,
O Savior of us all!
3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite soul,
O joy of all the meek,
how kind you are to those who fall!
How good to those who seek!
4 O Jesus, be our joy today;
help us to prize your love;
grant us at last to hear you say:
"Come, share my home above."
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