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PRELUDE & BELLS We observe a moment of silence for prayer and meditation.
WELCOME congregation responds and unto ages of ages. Amen.
We stand OPENING HYMN
#insert

“Seek Ye First”

BRIEF RITE FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS OF SINS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
1 John 1:8-9
Silence is kept for reflection and personal confession.
Most merciful God… we confess that we are born captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I
declare to you- who believe and repent- the forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION
APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
2 Corinthians 13:13

SONG OF PRAISE

“Glory to God in the Highest”
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p. 148

Luke 2:14

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray…Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom,
that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
WORD
Next Steps Weekly Memory Verse: MATTHEW 8:11
Many will come from east and west and will eat in the kingdom of heaven
We sit FIRST READING: 1 KINGS 3:5-12
5
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I
should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and
in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love,
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O Lord my God, you have
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not
know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good
and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had
asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself
long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding
to discern what is right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and
discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after
you.”
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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RESPONSE & MEDITATION: PSALM 119:129-136
129
Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore I obey them with all my heart.
130
When your word goes forth it gives light;
it gives understanding to the simple.
131
I open my mouth and pant;
I long for your commandments.
132
Turn to me in mercy,
as you always do to those who love your name.
133
Steady my footsteps in your word;
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134
Rescue me from those who oppress me,
and I will keep your commandments.
135
Let your countenance shine upon your servant
and teach me your statutes.
136My eyes shed streams of tears,
because people do not keep your law.
SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:26-39
26
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that
very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart,
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to
the will of God. 28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God,
who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31What then are we to say about these
things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave
him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus,
who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for
us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution,
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being
killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we
are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of the Lord.Thanks be to God!
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We stand. GOSPEL VERSE: John 6:68

p151

GOSPEL READING: MATTHEW 13:31-33,44-52
Glory to You, O Lord.
31
[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it
has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches.” 33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was
leavened.”44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found
and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the
end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51“Have you
understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
The Gospel of the Lord Praise to You, O Christ!
HYMN OF THE DAY
#603

“God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”

We sit. SERMON

Rev. Craig Dohse
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We stand. PROFESSION OF FAITH
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the +
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*means whole, entire Christian
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us lift our hearts, hands, and voices in prayer to God on behalf of all people.
A brief silence is kept.
Dear Father, thank you for giving to your Chosen People Israel the gorgeous pearl of your
holy Word in Torah, Prophets, and Writings. Thank you for enfleshing your Word most
perfectly in the great Pearl beyond all price, your dear son Jesus. Thank you for making us,
through him, into your pearl your hidden treasure, your beloved people!
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Make the Church lovely with Jesus’ goodness. May it always treat your Word and Sacraments
as precious, living treasures, not as dusty relics or as optional bric-a-brac. By the gracious
power of your Spirit, draw many to faith in Jesus, so they may never be separated from your
love.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for our persecuted sisters and brothers, who face “tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword.” Make them more than conquerors
through the Cross of Christ; and soften the hearts of those who torment them.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Keep this congregation in your care, knowing that nothing can separate us from your love for
us in Christ Jesus. We pray for our mission to develop fully devoted followers of Jesus, and to
support Solid Rock our mission in action. Use our words and deeds to share that love with
those around us who need it most.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bless your people the Jews. You chose them not because they were great but because you
loved them; and from them you brought forth the pearl of great price, even Jesus Christ your
dear Son. Enfold your people in your protective and loving embrace; and bring them and us
into the fulness of joy you have prepared for those who love you.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Establish your justice among the nations, O Lord; and do not let the scepter of evil hold sway
over us. Establish your justice among rulers of countries and captains of industry; among
leaders in every field of inquiry and endeavor; and among your people everywhere. Turn our
hearts from evildoing and crooked ways; and fix them firmly upon faith toward you and
fervent love toward one another.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for justice, concord, and safety to flourish in this land. We pray for wrongdoers to be
held accountable for their deeds, and to repent of them. We pray for wise words, not inflamed
rhetoric, from our leaders. We pray for constructive decisions, not rash actions or empty
gestures, from those entrusted with authority. We pray for those who risk their lives on behalf
of others, that even in difficult circumstances they exhibit integrity and valor. We pray that in
all circumstances, your will be done.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the sick, injured, dying and bereaved; for the troubled, confused, lonely, or
despairing; and for everyone who struggles with the tribulations of this life – especially {List}.
Help us to show them, in word and deed, that though the world seems against them, you are
for them; you love them; you justify them; and you shall indeed make them more than
conquerors.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Most Holy Father, we remember before you our departed loved ones. Remember your
faithfulness and loving-kindness to us, though we are in the thousandth generation of those
whom you have named as your own. We pray for the families of {List}. Teach us to eagerly
seek and dearly treasure your Son, our Pearl of great price. Whatever trials we endure in this
life, grant that blessed outcome promised to all who love you. In your great mercy, bring us
into your Kingdom. There, with all the redeemed, may we rejoice in your love and delight in
you forever.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Receive and graciously answer our prayer, heavenly Father, for the sake of your dear Son; and
by the power of your Holy Spirit, give us the strength and will to accomplish whatever you
call us to do. Amen
SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also, with you.
We briefly greet those in our row with a handshake and the words “Peace be with you.”
OFFERING, OFFERTORY SONG & PRAYER- Giving back to God
First- and second-time guests are not expected to give a monetary offering.
Your Connection Card and your presence this morning are your gifts.
Safe, secure & easy electronic giving is available by scanning this code& on our website
stpeterhallettsville.org/giving
We stand #184

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord”

Isaiah 5:1, Psalm 23:5, others

Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, king of the universe. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we
have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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It is indeed right and salutary . . . and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION
You are indeed holy…
In the night in which he was betrayed, … Do this for the remembrance of me.
All honor and glory are yours…now and forever. Amen
LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Even though you are physically absent from our celebration of the mystery of our Lord’s
Body and Blood, you are encouraged to concentrate, reflect, and meditate on the blessing he
bestows upon us, to cultivate in your heart, mind, and spirit an earnest desire for the
sacrament in which we are promised that with the bread and wine his body and blood are
given and shed FOR YOU for the forgiveness of your sins. We pray that the day of our reunion
will be soon. Come to the Banquet for all is now ready. Thanks be to God.
Holy Communion is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ present and received in, with, and under
the bread and wine. All who are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit and who
believe the Lord’s words “This is my body given for you” and “This is my blood poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins” may receive Communion. Young children, not yet receiving Communion, may receive a
blessing.
(Matt 26:26ff, Mark 14:22ff, Luke 22:19ff, 1 Cor. 11:24ff)
Communion administration occurs in a continuous fashion at the Communion rail. The ushers will guide you to
the rail. To receive the elements, extend your hand, palm up, to the ministers. White grape juice is available in
the center of the trays. For those unable to consume either bread or wine, the Church affirms the Lord’s full
presence in each element alone. Once you have received the elements, return to your seat by the side aisles. If you
do not desire to receive Holy Communion, you may remain seated.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

"Lamb of God"

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING, SONG, & PRAYER
May the body and blood…keep you in his grace. Amen.
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p154 John 1:29

“Lord, Now You Let”

Luke 2:29-32

Let us pray… we give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing powers of this gift of life. In your mercy strengthen us through this gift in faith toward
you, and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen.
We stand. CLOSING HYMN
#705

“God of Grace and God of Glory”

10

ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
100 North Promenade, Hallettsville, Texas 77964
(361) 798-2808
www.stpeterhallettsville.org
Our mission is Christ’s mission – “I will build my church”
by developing fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.
We welcome Pastor Craig Dohse from Houston Sunday, July 26th .
If you know a member or members that have been unable to come to in-person church
services, if they would like a Home Communion, please call to set up an appointment with
Pastor or one of the Communion Team Members.
July Personal Care Item: large sturdy comb
No Adult Education Sunday, July 26th.
If you have prayer requests, you may email or call the office and leave a message.
St Peter Blood Drive will be on Sunday, August 2nd from 8:00 am – Noon in the
Fellowship Hall. Once again you will need to make an appointment. As of Wednesday,
there are only 7 spots left. Donors will be given the opportunity to have their blood tested
for Covid 19 antibodies for free.
SAVE THE DATE: Directory pictures will be on Sunday, August 30th and Sept 20th @
10:00 am - 1:00 pm & 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
SAVE THE DATE: The Great Outdoors Service on Sunday, Sept. 20th. More details
coming soon!
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Opening Hymn Seek Ye First (insert)

Words & Music by Karen Lafferty; CCLI © 1972 CCCM Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)
Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (

Verse 1
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness
And all these things
Shall be added unto you
Alleluia alleluia
Verse 2
Ask and it shall be given unto you
Seek and ye shall find
Knock and the door
Shall be opened unto you
Alleluia alleluia
Verse 3
We do not live by bread alone
But by ev'ry word
That proceeds
From the mouth of God
Alleluia alleluia
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Hymn of the Day: God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (#603)
Words by Fred Kaan; Music by William H. Monk

1 God, when human bonds are broken
and we lack the love or skill
to restore the hope of healing,
give us grace and make us still.
2 Through that stillness, with your Spirit
come into our world of stress,
for the sake of Christ forgiving
all the failures we confess.
3 You in us are bruised and broken:
hear us as we seek release
from the pain of earlier living;
set us free and grant us peace.
4 Send us, God of new beginnings,
humbly hopeful into life.
Use us as a means of blessing:
make us stronger, give us faith.
5 Give us faith to be more faithful,
give us hope to be more true,
give us love to go on learning:
God, encourage and renew!
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Closing Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory (#705)
Words by Harry E. Fosdick; Music by John Hughes

1 God of grace and God of glory,
on your people pour your pow'r;
crown your ancient church's story;
bring its bud to glorious flow'r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.
2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us
scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us
free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the living of these days,
for the living of these days,
3 Cure your children's warring madness;
bend our pride to your control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
let we miss your kingdom's goal.
4 Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of your salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving you whom we adore,
serving you whom we adore.
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